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Facts, Features and (occasional) Fallacies 
reported in Cambridge Newspapers 

summarised by 

Mike Petty 


Most of these stories originally appeared in the Cambridge Daily/Evening/News or the 
Cambridgeshire Weekly News, its sister title. 

They are supplemented by some articles published in the 
Cambridge Independent Press or Cambridge Chronicle 

Most were featured in my ‘Looking Back’ column in the Cambridge News from 1996-2014 

The complete ‘Cambridgeshire Scrapbook’ of which this is a small section is published online 

at bit.ly/CambsCollection 

I have digital and other copies of most of the stories summarised. 

I hope to publish these online one day. If you would like them in the meantime then please get 

in touch. 

The original volumes are housed in the Cambridgeshire Collection at Cambridge Central 
Library where there are many other indexes dating back to 1770. 

They also have detailed newspaper cuttings files on over 750 topics that have been compiled 

since the 1960s. 

Newspapers sometimes get things wrong. I copy things out incorrectly. Do check 
There are a multitude of spelling and layout errors. Please forgive or correct them 
News never stops but this file was finished on 31 August 2016. 

I will maintain supplements and corrections - contact me for anything you need 
Please make what use of these notes that you may. Kindly remember where they came from 
See my website - www.mikepetty.org.uk for further notes. 

Mike Petty, Stretham 
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1898 07 22 

The annual show of flowers, fruit, needlework, etc open to Shelford and the neighbouring 
villages, was held yesterday in the grounds of Mr Carter Jonas' residence at Great Shelford. 
The Cambridge University volunteer band played during the afternoon and evening. During 
the latter part of the day the grounds became an unusually lively scene, a large number of 
visitors coming in from Cambridge and the villages in the vicinity. The attractions included a 
May-pole demonstration by the children of Whittlesford be School, and all the usual 
paraphernalia of swings, cocoa-nut shies, shooting galleries and steam horses. 

1899 08 11 

It is possible there are people just now in Cambridge who are cross with the fate which 
compels them to stay in the town while their friends at making merry in popular holiday 
resorts or rusticating deep in the heart of the country. Let them consider what a delightful 
place Cambridge is in the Long Vacation. They have the river all to themselves, they can row 
on it, fish in it, bathe in it. The Omnibus Company has materially enhanced the attractions of 
summer by instituting a series of drives to places of interest. The Company have provide a set 
of excellently appointed brakes and in a brake and large wagonette a party of 50 persons 
drove to Trumpington, on to Newton and Whittlesford where there was a stay of half an hour. 
The drive then resumed through Shelford back to Cambridge. The fare was just one shilling a 
head. It is right that this enterprise should be so successful 

1901 12 27 

A most successful pigeon-shooting match took place on the pastures at the back of the Red 
Lion Hotel, Whittlesford Bridge. There were about 30 guns and about 350 birds were shot. 
The chief event was shooting for a fat pig; each competitor had five shots and Mr Townsend 
of Saffron Walden, being the only person killing five birds in succession, won the pig. 

1902 07 26 

Popular Country Drives. The “Alexandra” and “Coronation” char-a-bancs will leave 
Cambridge Market Hill on Wednesday for Shelford, Newton and Whittlesford; return fare Is. 
Thursday special drive to Royston, Friday Haslingfield and Saturday Earith bridge. Special 
Sunday drive to Whittlesford Bridge pleasure gardens. H. Buck, jobmaster, Crown Inn, Jesus 
Lane, Cambridge - advert 

1902 10 22 

Oliver St John of the Phoenix Brewery, Little Shelford, brewer trading as Saunders and Co 
applied for discharge from bankruptcy. In 1887 he had started as a brewer in Whittlesford, 
purchasing the business as a going concern. In 1 892 he left, having lost the whole of his 
capital and became tenant of a brewery at Lt Shelford, borrowing from his brother. In 1 892 he 
gave a bill of sale in favour of his brother for the plant, barrels and effects but next year was 
pressed by other creditors. 

1903 06 17 

For the past two days thousands of acres around Sawston and Whittlesford have been flooded 
to the depth of six feet; a considerable stretch of the main railway line has been under water 
and trains have to very carefully plough through it. A gang of platelayers were at work to 
combat with anything that might occur and slag, granite and other ballast was unloaded. Early 
in the afternoon the water sank considerably and the rails were for the most part visible. A 
new danger presented itself for as the water subsided the ballast began to disappear and, the 
line becoming unsafe, all traffic was stopped. 
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1904 09 30 

Seventeen Passive Resisters, including two magistrates were summoned at Linton for non- 
payment of portions of the poor rate. They included Richard Holttum a Linton grocer, Robert 
Maynard JP, engineer of Whittlesford and Egbert Gregory a Congregational minister from 
Duxford. When magistrates asked John Maris, a Duxford corn merchant, what he had to say 
he replied that what he wanted to say the bench did not wish to hear - he was opposed to 
paying for sectarian teaching. In some denominational schools children were taught that it 
was a sin to enter Nonconformist places of worship. 

1905 12 01 

Whittlesford church tower has been restored from a very dilapidated condition through the 
generosity of an anonymous benefactor. The work which has included the restoration of the 
masonry, the addition of a bell and the re -casting of three others and the introduction of a new 
ringing frame and a clock has cost about £1,600. The restored tower was consecrated by the 
Bishop of Ely who said much remained to be done but the work had begun well. 05 12 01b 

1907 08 23 

On a summer evening the little whitewashed, thatched cottages by the roadside at Hauxton, 
radiant with climbing roses, seem a little paradise. No thought of sanitation or overcrowding 
which are rife in these old-fashioned structures is allowed. At Whittlesford Bridge is the Red 
Lion Inn with its carved oak ceiling, maze of bedrooms and winding, precipitous staircase. 
Alongside is the thatched chapel with a paddock at the end which was an ancient burial places 
where bones have been unearthed. 07 08 23 

1908 05 12 

Cambridge Ladies’ Social Cycling Club held 30 runs last year which were not so well 
attended as before, owing to the unsettled weather. Three invitation runs were arranged to get 
other cycle clubs to join, and they were well patronised. Successful picnics were given at the 
Swan House Tea Gardens, Harston and at Whittlesford. A prize will be awarded to the lady 
who attended the most runs during the season. 08 05 12 

1908 08 21 

Members of the Cambridge Women’s Suffrage Association, including Mrs Rackham, Mrs 
Dutt and Mrs Ramsey, visited Whittlesford and Fulbourn canvassing women during the 
afternoon and arranging an open-air meeting on the green at which the wives bring their 
husbands. There had been a certain amount of difference of opinion but people have been 
most friendly and willing to listen. CWN 08 08 21 p3 

1910 06 17 

A serious accident happened to John Holley, farmer of Fenstanton who was driving from his 
home when the axle of his trap broke. The wheel came off and frightened the horse, causing it 
to bolt. Mr Holley was thrown to the ground though his fall was somewhat broken by his 
coming down on the cushion of the trap which was cut into two parts. The gig was practically 
demolished. The horse continued its wild course along the road until stopped by Mr Burgess’s 
yardman, a man named Jefferies, at considerable risk to his own life 10 06 17h 

1910 12 23 

Whittlesford parish council, after two years of strenuous labour, succeeded in obtaining a 
suitable burying ground. Having made provision for the dead they now turned attention to the 
living. The population of the village was falling due to the want of cottages. Every house was 
occupied and young people must either remain single or leave the village. When there was a 
death it was not unusual for application to be made for the house before the late tenant had 
been buried. The last death was that of an aged woman who died during the night and before 
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breakfast there had been two applications for the house on the chance that the widower would 
give it up. 10 12 23h 

1911 03 17 

Several young Whittlesford people who are desirous of marrying have thought it wiser not to 
do so as there were no houses for them. The Parish Council possesses two cottages standing 
on the Town Lands and wished to pull these down and erect four new houses in their place. 
They applied to the Local Government Board for a loan to cover the building cost. The 
income would prevent any charge on to the rates and in time the new houses would become a 
valuable asset to the village, an Inspector was told. 1 1 03 17a & b 

1911 04 14 

The condition of houses in the Linton Rural District is fairly good but several old dilapidated 
cottages have been pulled down and others need attention. About 64 new properties have been 
built by private enterprise and the first ten houses in the county to be erected under the 
Housing and Town Planning Act will be built at Linton. Each will have three bedrooms, 
parlour, living room and scullery with coal shed and earth closet. Others may be erected in 
Whittlesford and Balsham 1 1 04 14a 

1911 08 25 

The proposed army manoeuvres have been abandoned due to the drought. This is a 
disappointment to local tradesmen. The tender of G.P. Hawkins had been accepted for the 
supply of bread to troops expected at Cambridge, Gt Wilbraham, Babraham, Fulbourn and 
elsewhere. Bicycles hired for the use of the advance party engaged in constructing telegraphs 
were returned to Robinson’s bicycle showroom. The Royal Engineers encamped near 
Whittlesford station will take down the telegraph posts and wires already erected. Landlords 
of village inns have cause to regret the abandonment for the advance party of troops had 
evidenced a liking for a variation of camp fare. 1 1 08 25b 

1912 02 09 

Whittlesford needs four cottages for the working classes, but £800 was too dear, councillors 
decided. The Medical Officer said some people could not get married because they wanted 
cottages and some would not live in the present ones because they were insanitary. During the 
last 25 years only two new cottages and four bungalows had been built in the village. Sons 
and daughter of old residents had got married and gone to live outside the parish as had many 
single men. People had to wait two or three years before they can get a house - even the 
minister had to stay in lodgings for some months. - 12 02 09a 

1912 11 01 

Bird Bros’ chemical manure factory at Duxford was partially destroyed by fire which started 
in the bone mill. A cyclist messenger was despatched for the Whittlesford Fire Brigade, 
attached to Mr Maynard’s works, which turned out very promptly. The building was formerly 
a brewery made of trellised woodwork which offered a ready start for the flames. The 
brigades stuck to the manuals hour after hour but all the woodwork was destroyed and the 
iron part of the machinery was bent and twisted. However the engine driving the whole plant 
and the electric dynamo was saved. 12 11 01b 

1913 03 04 

Rural housing - Miss Cochrane - conditions changed and required higher standard of 
comfort, slides, A.C. Campkin . The living room should face east or south-east; in the country 
larger pantries were required because larger supplies had to be purchased at one time. The 
pantry should face the north. A small scullery was also wanted. Three bedrooms were 
required and a parlour was a great delight to housewives, but it meant more on the rent. Four 
cottages had been built at Whittlesford for £520. At Swavesey 50 cottages had been removed 
and new ones not built. It was no use pulling down places without new ones being put up. The 
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population had gone down and until they had more houses the young men would not come 
back from the town, and many of them were unable to marry because they had no houses to 
goto 13 03 14 p5CIP 

1913 03 28 

Whittlesford level crossing narrow escape as car crashed through gates 
1913 05 02 

East Cambs bye-election, meetings Burwell, Whittlesford, Ely, Wicken, Soham. Ely, 

Sawston, Cherry Hinton 

1913 05 16 

Man drowned after fall from railway bridge nr Whittlesford Station 
1913 05 23 

Whittlesford crash cars 

1913 12 05 

Whittlesford children concert 

1914 02 20 

Sparrow Club. — The annual meeting of the Sawston. Whittlesford and Pampisford Sparrow 
Club was held at the Bull Hotel, Sawston, on Monday. Mr. Gingell was re-elected Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer, and Mr. D. L. Huddleston, J.P. President. The total number of 
sparrows killed during the last year amounted to 2,500. The prize of 10s, for farms over 200 
acres was awarded to Mr. Allen for 291 sparrows. The prize of 7s. 6d. for farms of 100 acres 
was awarded to Mr. Arnell. The prize of 5s. was awarded to Mr. W Auger, junior, for 
allotment holders for a total of 400 sparrows. Mr. F. Ward was appointed receiver for 
Sawston, Mr.Fordham for Pampisford and Mr. Sullen for Whittlesford. 

1914 06 04 

Whittlesford farm labour dispute p7 
1914 06 12 

Farm labourers employed by Messrs Jennings at Whittlesford were told they must give up the 
Union or take a week’s notice. But they all decided to remain loyal to the Union. The 
agricultural labourers’ union had come to stay and since it started men had had two wage rises 
and were now earning two shillings a week more. All farm workers should join. It was very 
well for Jennings to say he can get on without Union labour but he’d be glad to have them 
back 1914 06 12 p7 

1914 07 10 

Red Cross Field Day: a hostile force had landed at Cromer and much fighting was taking 
place, forcing the First Eastern General Hospital, normally stationed here to transfer to 
Bedford. Wounded from a make-believe battle near Duxford . . . were taken by field 
ambulances to a field hospital at Whittlesford Station where he platform was used for 
refreshment and for re -bandaging the less serious wounded. Temporary wards were erected in 
the station yard to be filled with the ‘wounded’, represented by Perse School Boy Scouts who 
arrived in railway goods van. 14 07 10 

1914 07 24 
Whittlesford festival 
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1914 08 07 

Several young men from Fulbourn, including Reservists and Territorials left to serve their 
country. Others were seen making their way from Sawston to Whittlesford station, a great 
crowd assembled at Willingham station to see their men leave men leave. At Swaffham Prior 
James Fordham, a labourer, was summoned for leaving his employer without notice. But he 
was a reservist who had been called up to serve his country and the charge was dropped. 

1914 09 11 

Fire. — On September 2 a fire occurred in a meadow (at Duxford) belonging to Mr. A. 

Keeble, burning a hay stack and straw stack, both of which were entirely consumed. The fire 
was supposed to have been caused by children playing with matches. Fortunately there were 
plenty of willing helpers, including Boy Scouts, and the Whittlesford Fire Brigade also 
attended, so that the fire was confined to these premises. At one time it looked very dangerous 
to the adjoining thatched cottages. 

1914 09 11 

Territorials - response, Caxton, Foxton, Meldreth, Eltisley, Godmanchester, Swaffham Prior, 
Whittlesford 

1914 10 09 

Military roads - Stretham to Soham, one of four to allow different armies to move from west 
to east at same time without going through Cambridge. The first from Potton though Harston 
to Whittlesford and Pampisford and on to London Road near Hildersham. 

1914 10 23 

Belgian badge day, refugees, Louvain arrive, Soham, Burwell, Whittlesford 

1915 01 29 

Death of Mr. H. B Wootten. - We regret to record the death from pneumonia of Mr. 

Horatio Bonnett Wootten, of the Shrubbery Whittlesford which occurred at his residence on 
Saturday afternoon, in his 61st year. Mr, Wootten had lived in Whittlesford since his marriage 
about 30 years ago. He was agent for Hudson's Brewery, and developed an extensive business 
in the district. His generosity to those villagers who were unfortunately placed will be greatly 
missed. He was a great-hearted man of wide sympathies, but his beneficent actions were 
performed unostentatiously. He was a staunch Conservative and had worked enthusiastically 
for the cause throughout his residence in Whittlesford. A good all-round sportsman, he was 
particularly fond of hunting. Horticulture was one of his favourite pursuits, and he spent hours 
in his garden at the Shrubbery. He was estimator of crops for Cambridgeshire to the Board of 
Agriculture and Lisheries. 

1916 02 02 

Whittlesford VAD Hospital - photos - nurses, ward - 16 02 02a 
1916 04 05 

Shelford Damage. — The great blizzard last week did an immense amount of damage in the 
village of Great Shelford, and neighbourhood. A number of trees were blown down. The 
drains had been blocked consequently the road in Sunnett’s Lane has been impassable for a 
considerable distance, and many gardens have also been flooded. In Little Shelford over 100 
trees have been laid low. The road from Whittlesford through Little Shelford was blocked by 
a large elm tree that stood in the garden of King's Larm. It fell across the road, obstructing the 
traffic. The road between the two bridges was also rendered impassable by trees, the walls 
and fences being damaged. In Stapleford a number of trees were blown down; one fell on the 
school house, knocking in the window. A large arm of a tree belonging to Mr. Linton, 
Stapleford House, fell on the telegraph wires, breaking them through. 
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1916 11 29 

Volunteers, — Major Howard, O.C. 2nd Battalion. Cambs, Volunteer Regiment, visited 
Sawston on Sunday to inspect the local volunteers. Detachments came over from Duxford. 
Whittlesford, and France, Hinxton and Ickleton while Mr. F. W, Green and Sergt. Instructor 
Gall brought a strong contingent from Shelford. The inspection took place in Sawston Hall 
grounds, the number on parade being 110. Following the inspection, the Major addressed the 
men, and said he was very pleased with the appearance, and with the way the various 
movements were being carried out 

1916 12 06 

Railway Tragedy, — An inquest was held at the White Lion, Sawston, last (Tuesday) evening 
touching the tragic death of Mr. James Ward, head of the firm of Messrs. J. Ward and Co., 
bakers, of Whittlesford. The body of the deceased gentleman was found at 12.20 p.m. on 
Monday on the side of the railway track near the Whittlesford footpath between Sawston and 
Whittlesford. It is surmised that the rail guard of a passing engine had struck the deceased's 
neck, in which there was a deep gash. The left arm was badly shattered. Death was apparently 
instantaneous. Mr. Ward was nearly 70 years of age. 

1918 02 27 

The Floods, — we understand that a special committee has been appointed to find out the 
cause of the recent flooding of Mill Lane Sawston where damage was done to homes of 
people and other property. A preliminary meeting has already been held, and it has been 
decided that a thorough inspection of the river is to be made shortly to find out the cause and 
to suggest, if possible, a remedy to prevent floods of a similar description. The Special 
Committee consists of representatives of the Linton Rural District Council, the Sawston, 
Whittlesford, Duxford and Ickleton Parish Councils, and Mr. H. G. Spicer of the Sawston 
Paper Mill together with the District Surveyor. 

1918 06 12 

Whittlesford congregational church schoolroom destroyed by fire - 18 06 12a 

1918 08 14 

Egg Collection. — during the last nine months egg collections have been carried on at 
Whittlesford and the gratifying total of 1 ,548 eggs has been sent to Kingsway for base 
hospitals in France. 

1919 03 21 

Child Performers. Seven children of Whittlesford have given several concerts in the village, 
with the result that over £8 has been netted for the Memorial Fund Their names are Misses 
Evelyn Phyllis and J. Arnold, D.Cann, M. Vale and Ida Merry. 

1919 05 14 

Houses Collapse, The recent floods had had serious effects upon houses in the neighbourhood 
of Sawston and Whittlesford, where floods have had serious effects on a number that had 
become uninhabitable, and some have collapsed altogether. A row of cottages between the 
two villages had been flooded and are expected to collapse at any moment 

1919 06 18 

Big gathering of mothers - About 400 members of the Mothers Union in the Camps Rural 
Deanery assembled at Balsham Rectory. They hailed from Whittlesford, Sawston, 

Pampisford, Ickleton, Duxford, Castle Camps, Horseheath, Linton, Bartlow and Balsham. 
They partook of tea, and were addressed by the Bishop of Ely and Mrs. Eager, from the 
Central Mothers' Union, London. 
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1920 01 07 

Rats Killed, Up to December 3rd last the number of rats killed in the county and paid for by 
Cambs County Council under the Rats Order, was 35,516. The districts concerned were: 

Little Abington (number of rats killed 504), Ashley (980), Balsham (2,718), Borough Green 
(358), Bottisham (999), Cheveley (631). Chippenham (838), Great Chishill (322), Croxton 
(225), Dullingham (1,205), Duxford (754), Elsworth (39), Fordham (8,072), Fowlmere (489), 
Harston (322), Hauxton (186). Heydon (1,593), Hildersham (236). Horseheath (324), Ickleton 
(1,095), Isleham (3.809), Kennett (1,422). Kirtling (396), Kneesworth (549), Finton (584), 
Fode (548), Melbourn (442), Newton (160), Pampisford (429), Sawston (332), Shepreth 
(313). Shudy Camps (1.38), Snailwell (786), Soham (2,896), Stetchworth (1,105) Swaffham 
Prior (1,032), Thriplow (464), Waterbeach (967), West Wickham (995), Whittlesford (324), 
Great Wilbraham (846), Wood Ditton (2,017). 

1925 02 16 

The Community Council heard that village halls were of many different types. Some had been 
designed as assembly rooms only, as at Whittlesford; some were only suitable for social club 
puiposes, as at Borough Green; some attempted to serve both these purposes by dividing the 
main space with temporary partitions, such as Bourn; others contained both an assembly hall 
and club room sunder the same roof, as at Trumpington. The provision of a village hall did 
not mean that the social life of the village was satisfactory. 

1925 03 02 

In the course of his address on “How to carry on a village library centre” Mr Milner said that 
at Cottenham he tried to hire a warm room and did not hurry people. Some librarians mixed 
the books with the hope that a borrower would be led to read a non-fiction book. But that was 
a trick which would probably make a person stop away from the library. The librarian should 
not spend his time issuing books. He had far more important work than that - to talk to 
borrowers and interest them in books. Mr Chapman, Whittlesford, spoke of choosing books 
for borrowers and said he had been greatly praised for giving people good books, when he 
knew nothing about the books (laughter) 

1925 03 05 

The county coroner conducted an inquest on a married woman of Whittlesford, whose body 
was found in a well near her house. A boot repairer gave evidence that about 5 am his wife 
had gone down to light the fire. At 6. 15 the fire was not lit so he started a search. He found 
the gate leading to the well open. He drew a pail of water and saw that it was thick and stirred 
up. His son went down and found her at the bottom. The well was about 42 feet deep. An 
extra rope was got and she was pulled up. She appeared quite dead and was cold. 

1925 10 07 

A Whittlesford man was seriously injured in a motor cycle accident. He was driving his 
machine on the Huntingdon Road towards Cambridge with two girls on the pillion seat when, 
near the Madingley turning, he ran into a cow which, with several others, was on the road. 

The motor cycle overturned and the passengers thrown from the machine. The Borough 
Police ambulance was summoned and the man and the two girls (who had luckily escaped 
with cuts about the knees) were taken to Addenbrooke’s Hospital where it was ascertained 
that the man was suffering from a fracture at the base of the skull. 

1926 01 27 

The adventures of a lady’s new coat, ordered through the post were traced at Finton police 
court. From Worcester the coat journeyed on its appointed way until reaching Whittlesford 
station. Charles Walker, a parcels porter, said he conveyed the parcel from the train to the 
parcel office. It was later placed in the booking hall to await delivery. When the carman came 
for the parcels this one was missing. It was later found at the 48 mileage on the Duxford 
siding. 
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1927 1 1 23 

The Cambridge Photographic Club exhibition contained 120 entries made in connection with 
the scheme for providing photographic records of objects of interest in the county, most of 
them thatched cottages which are not unlikely to disappear. Whittlesford, Balsham and Toft 
provided the largest numbers, these being villages to which excursions were organised during 
the summer months. 

1927 12 27 

The Ortona motor buses had a terrible time in the blizzard. Two buses were stuck in 
snowdrifts out Newmarket way, one near Teversham corner, a Willingham bus on the 
Huntingdon Road near - the Five Bells, a Caxton bus near Toft and a Saffron Walden bus near 
Whittlesford station, where they remained many hours. Another bus got nearly to Sawston 
before it got stuck and had to be dug out and the Fulbourn bus could only get as far as the 
Robin Hood, Cherry Hinton. Relief gangs were sent to the rescue of the stranded vehicles and 
they were being dug out and coming home one by one. 

1928 02 23 

A Duxford builder was charged with stealing three gallons of Ethyl petrol, value 4s. 3d. and a 
petrol tin from a garage at Whittlesford. The man said he had gone to the garage for a quart of 
oil and saw this special petrol. He had never seen it before and thought he would try some. He 
picked up a can within full view of the pumps and emptied it into his tank. He put another 
into the dickey, which was left open. After leaving the garage he went straight to London. 

1928 03 22 

A remarkable story of how a Willingham flower and fruit grower took a farm at Whittlesford 
in order to get his two sons set up in farming and lost £2,600 over it, was told at the 
Bankruptcy Court. In 1881 he’d set up as a nurseryman and flower and fruit grower and 
bought additional land, but lost a considerable sum in a malting business in Ware. In 1920 he 
set up his two sons as farmers at Whittlesford New Farm. The cause of his failure was four 
barren seasons through the weather. 

1929 12 17 

The new extension of Whittlesford Memorial Hall is of wood taken from the 1 st Eastern 
General Hospital, Cambridge. If its timber could talk what a tale they would learn of the 
sufferings and bravery of many wounded men. It consists of two billiard rooms, one 
containing the billiard table from the officers’ mess at Duxford Aerodrome and the other from 
the Red Cross Hospital at Whittlesford on which the soldiers used to play during the war. The 
whole is lit by oil lamps, though it is hoped that electricity will come to the village early next 
year. The original hall was opened in 1921 . 

1930 10 06 

A big fire involving a large number of farming machines and carts broke out at Charity Farm, 
Whittlesford and brought many early risers running from their homes to help in the work of 
rescue. The first thoughts were for nine horses in the stable which was quickly filling with 
smoke and flames. The horsekeeper had no easy job in extricating the animals; one was 
particularly wild, and jumped a bar before dashing out and the end horse was nearly burnt 
before it could be freed. 30 10 06f 

1930 10 21 

Whittlesford, the scene of several fires in the last few weeks, was thrown into excitement by 
another disastrous blaze when ‘Hilthatch’, a picturesque residence near the Station, was burnt 
out. The RAF fire appliance was soon on the scene but could only fight the flames with 
buckets of water. By the time the Dennis engine arrived from Cambridge flames were leaping 
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to a height of over 50 feet. It is understood the place was insured for the owner was seen 
searching for her policy before abandoning her house. 30 10 21 

1930 12 20 

Robert Maynard, the well-known Whittlesford engineer, died at the age of 85. His life was 
spent in patenting or perfecting agricultural machinery & to the last he visited the office of 
works daily. His chaff cutter took the world’s champion prize for efficiency at Glasgow in 
1887 and His Majesty the King has one of these machines in the Buckingham Palace Mews. 
30 12 20a 

1933 09 19 

Mr A.J. Wardley of Whittlesford was filling up a County Council water cart with the vehicle 
standing on the village bridge when a car skidded on the damp surface. It knocked the horse 
and cart into the river, which is ten feet deep. The driver was thrown high and dry. Seventeen 
people helped extract the horse, which was cut in several places, and the tank was damaged, 
with the two shafts broken. 33 09 19 

1935 09 04 

James Binney purchased the Manor of Pampisford with the mansion, grounds and estate in 
1895. He served as a Magistrate, Deputy-Lieutenant and High Sheriff as well as special 
constable, churchwarden, chairman of the parish council and Commandant of Duxford and 
Ickleton Boy Scouts. When the Great War broke out he offered his services and whilst 
waiting for his commission assisted, with Lady Marjory and Miss Binney, at the Red Cross 
Hospital at Whittlesford. 35 09 04a. 

1939 11 24 

At a meeting of the Whittlesford Parish Council last week, the Vicar, on behalf of Mr Spicer, 
handed to the Chairman the deeds of a freehold recreation ground of approximately five acres, 
which is to be known in peipetuity as King George's Field as a memorial to the late King 
George V. The Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council, received the deeds and proposed 
a vote of thanks to Mr.Spicer, which was carried unanimously. 

1939 12 01 

Councillors objected to Roman Catholic evacuees being moved from Linton to Clacton at 
public expense. They were in very comfortable homes, were well looked after and educated. 

“1 do not care if they are Catholics or Hindus but they should not be moved at public 
expense”, one said. Now they were being removed simply because the Roman Catholics 
wanted them to be under their supervision. They had previously agreed to take another 80 
children; 40 were due to arrive at both Sawston and Whittlesford, but none came. At 
Bassingbourn only six out of 27 had arrived. Rooms had been gone ready and people ought 
not to be put about like that. They had begged and worried people into taking them and they 
didn’t turn up. 39 12 Olf & g 

1943 04 09 

Gamekeeper and breeder, — The death has taken place at Great Topham, Essex, of Mr. 
William Andrews, who was well-known in Cambridgeshire as a gamekeeper and gun dog 
breeder. Born at Whittlesford, Mr. Andrews was for several years gamekeeper to the late Mr. 
H. Towgood, of Sawston Paper Mills. He held the post as head gamekeeper to the late Lord 
Eltisley, and for 15 years was head gamekeeper to the Longstowe Hall Estate. For the past 
eight years he had been head gamekeeper to the Du Cane Estates at Great Totham, Essex. Mr. 
Andrews' life as a gamekeeper and gun breeder brought him In touch with many great 
sportsmen, and his “prefix” Longstowe, which he held in the British Kennel Club, was widely 
known between the years 1920-35, when numerous prizes were won by the Longstowe gun 
dogs. His outstanding success was at Crufts' International Dog Show in 1929, when he won 
the Hundridge Game Farm Cup, the Liphook Game Farm Cup, Crufts silver cup, the 


www.mikejjetty.org. uk bit.ly/CambsCollection 


Whittlesford Scrapbook 1897 to 1990 


Chairman's Cup and Spratt's silver cup. He was well-known in the show ring as a judge of 
sporting dogs. 

1943 06 18 

District Nurse, - Nurse F.M. White, the district nurse, has left the village (Whittlesford) to 
take up a senior nursing post in the Midlands, She was a much-loved nurse, and untiring in 
her efforts for the villagers. To mark the villagers appreciation of her services, an impromptu 
collection, was arranged by Mrs, Saunders and over 100 people subscribed. A cheque for £10 
was presented to her, together with a list of subscribers, by two of her old patients, Miss 
Agnes and Miss Sarah Twinn. 

1943 06 29 

American soldier killed when army tank ran down hill at Whittlesford before stopping at 
Morrison shelter - 43 06 29a 

1943 07 30 

Institution of new Vicar. — The institution and induction of the new Vicar, the Rev. F. E. A. 
Shepherd, took place at Whittlesford Parish Church, the Lord Bishop of Ely conducting the 
institution and the Archdeacon of Ely the induction, 

1944 03 17 

Death of Mr. H, G. Spicer. — Many in Cambridgeshire and beyond will learn with regret of 
the death on Saturday last of Mr. Henry George Spicer, J.P., of 20 Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, and of Homewood, Sawston. He was 68. A former High Sheriff, Mr. Spicer was 
well-known in Cambridge as a magistrate, and on the retirement of Judge Farrant, became 
chairman of the Cambridge Division. He was known in Sawston as chairman of Edward 
Towgood and Sons, Ltd., the old-established paper mills, which he bought for his company in 
1918, and which he re-organised and modernised extensively. He also bought the Towgood 
estate and other land in Sawston and Whittlesford, in order to develop a flourishing group of 
factories for companies of which he was chairman. For his employees and others in 
neighbouring villages, Mr. Spicer was particularly thoughtful, and for these he laid out a 
sports ground, erected a theatre and cinema and a reading room and library. He also supported 
many other local improvements and charities. He was a generous benefactor to Sawston 
Village College, which, when it was built, was the first of its kind in the country. 

1947 03 17 

In the still of this morning's sunshine there was graphic evidence all over the county of the 
devastation caused by last night's gales which produced tornado-like gusts screaming over the 
countryside at a velocity of 99 m.p.h. A tree fell across a Prisoner of War hut and 
Hemingford Abbots and seriously injured the occupants. When a tree crashed on a P.o.W 
camp at Whittlesford two Germans were injured. The complete roof of the kitchen of 
Downing college, Cambridge was blown off. 

1953 07 30 

South Cambs RDC agreed to borrow £310,360 needed for a comprehensive water scheme 
designed to supply 17 parishes. At present the east area receives its piped water from Linton 
and the western area from the village of Croydon. The problem was to find a means of 
supplying the villages in the centre where eleven of the parishes including Barrington, 
Duxford, Fowlmere, Foxton, Shepreth and Whittlesford have no piped water at all. A bore 
was sunk at Dottrell Hall, near Fowlmere, and they were rewarded with a source which will 
yield a million gallons a day. 

1954 07 01 

Some villages have been ‘jumping the queue’ with main sewerage ahead of Cottenham, a 
councillor claimed. They had been promised a main drainage scheme some 25 years ago and 
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the drains are in such a deplorable condition that nothing can be done. Their only sanitary 
accommodation is an open cesspool a few feet from the kitchen door. With all the new 
development sewage was the utmost priority. But there were major problems at Lt Shelford 
where 47 per cent of people don’t have sinks in their homes and this was a matter of urgency 
on public health grounds. Pampisford was promised water seven years ago but the village is 
still not supplied & now Whittlesford parish council has also asked why slow progress was 
being made there 

1955 11 07 

Freak storms were reported in various parts of the county with thunder, lightning and huge 
hailstones. Mrs Sadler of Whittlesford reported that hailstones the size of walnuts fell in the 
village and there was hardly a house without windows broken. At Burwell hailstones larger 
than billiard balls shattered windows with 28 panes of glass broken in one house. 55 1 1 07b 

1957 05 09 

When the last train from London arrived at Whittlesford airmen rushed out of the station to 
get onto a Premier Travel bus. The top and bottom decks rapidly filled up, people were 
standing up the stairs and on the platform. When it was stopped by police there were 76 men 
and one woman on board. The conductor said he hadn’t wanted to leave them behind at that 
time of night. The company, driver and conductor were fined £1 57 05 09 

1958 05 01 

Scheme to bridge Whittlesford level crossing given high priority - 58 05 Ola 
1958 07 19 

‘Bees in the Wall’ Whittlesford - 58 07 19 

1958 08 02 

Sir. In 1950 Mr T.E. Brew was redecorating a pub at Whittlesford when he discovered that 
bees which had lived in different sections of the walls for many years were interfering with 
repair work. The hives were cleared as thoroughly as possible, 251bs of honey was extracted 
and Mrs Brew made some mead. The wall was sealed up and the pub name changed to ‘The 
Bees in the Wall’. But it May 1952 the bees returned and were allowed to remain - Lindy 
Gerard. 58 08 02b 

1959 05 29 

The old public pump outside Whittlesford Guildhall is to be removed. It has recently become 
loose on its mountings and as the water was unfit, the expenditure on repairs would be 
unwarranted. Because there was a need for a public supply a standpipe will be erected 
pending the connection of various properties to the newly laid Council mains. 59 05 29 

1960 09 02 

Whittlesford new bypass road bridge from railway station - 60 09 02b 

1961 03 04 

The Red Lion Hotel at Whittlesford is back to normal after its change of face. It has been 
redesigned to front the new bypass on the A505 road and no longer does it endure the noise 
and dirt of lorries which used to pass so close to the windows that they were always splashed 
with mud. Certain sections have been enlarged and improved to provide more parking and 
garage facilities. Its particularly attractive features are two very old carved ceilings in the 
residents’ lounge and bar while gaily coloured umbrellas have appeared on the new fine 
paved courtyard. It appears to have suffered little from having to reverse its position 6 1 03 
04a 
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1962 05 05 

Whittlesford was a beautiful village and should be preserved as it was, Mr J.H. Tickell of The 
Manor told an inquiry into a proposal to build 49 houses. ‘Scotts’ had been an attractive 
feature of the High Street for more than 200 years and was a listed building. But developers 
said the house was in an appalling and even dangerous condition, beyond economic or 
practical repair, restoration or preservation. The existing services, electricity and water would 
not be strained, though there was no main drainage and the five houses per acres was not 
excessive development, either visually or socially. The owner of the Whittlesford 
Manufacturing Company said some houses were necessary but should be in character 62 05 
05 

1962 05 10 

The 80 women who work among the paper Christmas trees at Whittlesford are hopping mad 
with Mr J.H. Tickell who runs one of the village public houses. He told an inquiry “We do not 
want more factories in the village as they attract the wrong sort of girls”. They ride their 
cycles three or four abreast down village streets, indulge in raucous behaviour and give the 
female equivalent of a wolf whistle if any man passes, he claimed. But the owner of the 
paper-decoration factory says they were nearly all respectable married women and a few 
single girls of very good character. 62 05 10b 

1962 08 29 

Francis Pym MP visited the Whittlesford Manufacturing Company’s factory, the largest in the 
country dealing only with Christmas decorations and goods. For two hours he saw how 
hundreds of miles of tinsel and coloured strings are produced throughout the year and was 
then shown the large wholesale import warehouse where toys from all over the world are 
waiting to find their way into children’s stockings on Christmas morning. “It is an excellent 
industry for a village like Whittlesford”, he said. 62 08 29 

1962 09 27 

Some Whittlesford residents are ‘living in conditions which are appalling’, councillors were 
told. The council houses 400 of the 1,000 population. There had been 52 council houses in the 
village after the war and there would be 94 when the new ones were built. But at present a 
large number remained uncompleted and some had not even been started. The Ministry did 
not wish to restrict their house building programme but had to be sure construction would at 
least be commenced during the allocation period. 62 09 27a 

1962 10 16 

Sir - Whittlesford has one of the largest percentage of slum dwellings in South Cambs. 
Doctors’ letters state “The house is a poor one . . . the roof over one bedroom is leaking badly, 
rendering the room uninhabitable. Mr & Mrs - and their two children are compelled to sleep 
in one room”. “Mr & Mrs — and their three children are living in one cottage with no 
amenities which is falling about their heads . . . conditions not suitable for a young family”. 
Such awful, soul-destroying descriptions are actual facts - Jack Merrett, Whittlesford. 62 10 
16a 

1963 01 21 

Firemen fought for six hours against a blizzard to answer an emergency call from an isolated 
farm house at Little Chishill where a chimney was alight. Engines from Whittlesford and 
Letchworth were unable to get through and firemen tried digging their way clear in deep 
snow. One tender was re-routed but that road was blocked too. A Cambridge engine also 
found roads impassable but with the aid of a bulldozer managed to get as far as Chishill 
Grange. Firemen then plodded over fields covered by thick snow and drifts. On arrival at 
Rectory Farm they took 30 minutes to extinguish the blaze, then began a 150-minute journey 
back to base. 63 01 21 
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1964 10 02 

Whittlesford photo feature - 64 10 02a 

1965 05 21 

Trees at Church Lane Whittlesford may not be removed - 65 05 21a 
1965 08 30 

Tickell Arms, Whittlesford - pub run by squire - 65 08 30a 

1973 06 15 

"If your face doesn't fit don't be surprised if you are told". Thus runs an entry for a 
Cambridgeshire pub in a new guide to hostelries. The pub? The Tickell Arms at Whittlesford 
- and the outspoken entry appears in the Country Gentlemen's Association Pub Guide. But to 
the landlord-owner Mr Kim Tickell it comes as no surprise - his establishment has appeared 
in a number of guides - but later been removed for a variety of reasons. The entry reads "a 
unique place and unlike anything else in the world. The landlord is apt to leap over the bar, 
insult you, send you into fits of laughter, depending on his or your mood". It gets bottom 
marks for service 

1974 12 27 

Sir Hamilton Kerr, a former Conservative M.P. for Cambridge has died in a London hospital. 
He represented Cambridge for 16 years from 1950 and lived at the Mill House, Whittlesford. 
He was parliamentary private secretary to Harold Macmillan between 1954 and 1956 and 
became a Baronet in 1957. He was a member of St John’s college 

1976 08 12 

A natural spring that has supplied a Whittlesford home for more than 50 years without a break 
has dried up. Now the occupant of The Moors has to have water brought to her home in a tank 
for the 40 dogs boarded at her kennels. At present she baths at a friend’s home and has to use 
a 50-gallon tank to store the water. Cambridge Water Authority say it would cost hundreds of 
pounds to have a standpipe fitted because of the distance from the road. As she had never 
asked to go on the mains before and had opted for a private supply she was “subject to the 
vagaries of nature” 

1977 05 20 

The bees are back in the wall at the Bees in the Wall. It is quite a relief to the landlord of the 
Whittlesford pub, Mr David Smith, because he has heard an old tale that if bees desert a 
building it falls down. The pub’s name was changed from the Exhibition many years ago 
when bees first colonised high in the wall. They disappeared last October but a new swarm 
has now arrived, giving every indication that they intend to remain. Upstairs from the pub, in 
Mr Smith’s lounge, are two glass panels showing back of the nest so he will be able to check 
the swarm’s progress 

1978 06 02 

Prince Charles spent a few moments talking to some of the crowd of visitors waiting to greet 
him after he stepped out of his special train at the tiny Whittlesford station. He was escorted 
to the Mill House to open the Hamilton Kerr Institute where he was greeted by several 
hundred flag-waving children. Later, during the official part of the proceedings plain-clothed 
police had to chase away small children who tried to gatecrash by climbing over the garden 
wall. 

1978 12 12 

The largest crane in Britain was manoeuvred carefully into position as part of the massive 
construction work to a motorway bridge spanning the main London railway line at Stump 
Cross. British Rail closed the track and under the glare of arc lights massive 85-ton parapet 


www.mikepetty.org.uk bit.ly/CambsCollection 


Whittlesford Scrapbook 1897 to 1990 


beams were trundled by rail from Whittlesford station yard to the site and the operation began 
to lift them to the bridge above. The operation which started at 3.30 am was completed by 
noon and was watched by many observers who braved the cold to see the motorway engineers 
at work. 

1979 04 30 

A modern five-bedroomed detached house at Whittlesford has become the regional 
headquarters of the Moonies, the cult sect said to brainwash teenagers while contributing to 
its leader’s £7 million fortune. Hundreds of homes have received literature and many have 
had personal visits from members who claim they are a Christian organisation. Neighbours 
say they hold late-night meetings at which speeches by the Rev Myung Chung are played on 
tape recorders, complete with mass applause and that they are woken early each morning by 
the sound of chanting and clapping. The ‘Rev’ Sun Moon visited Cambridge last summer as 
part of a big conversion drive that included flying massed Moonie brass bands into the city. 

1980 02 15 

Ciba-Geigy is planning a new railway link to their site at Duxford which would mean 13,000 
fewer lorries passing through local villages. At present the plastics factory is served by two 
sidings, one in Great Chesterford and the other at Whittlesford. Loading and unloading is 
carried out by a fleet of lorries including a tanker for highly inflammable methanol. Their 
journeys lead through narrow winding streets. But if they obtain a rail freight facilities grant it 
would provide a spur line into the site; however they need permission for a railway crossing 
on the Hinxton road. Nearly everybody likes the idea. 80 02 15 

1980 11 20 

The Duxford Flyer is equally at home on road or rail. With the rail wheels down she can shunt 
up to 700 tons of railway wagons at the CIBA-Geigy plastics factory. Using her road wheels 
she can potter round at a stately six miles an hour. The four-tone Unilokomotive is part of a 
scheme to end their dependence on two sidings at Great Chesterford and Whittlesford. The 
new railway leads directly into the works from the main Cambridge-London railway line and 
relieves Duxford and Ickleton of lorry traffic. 80 1 1 20 

1982 11 29 

At the Tickell Arms, Whittlesford, customers wearing T-shirts are liable to be asked to leave 
and anyone with untidy hair told to comb it or go. The owner, Mr Joseph Hollick de la Taste 
Tickell, who is also Lord of the Manor, generates a vivid style and atmosphere which makes 
it a memorable pub, crowded with Cambridge University people. But if they park their cars 
wrongly they can expect a dressing-down from the landlord. 82 1 1 29 

1984 02 09 

A six-year old Whittlesford schoolboy settled at the controls of a Volvo loader, then at the 
count of three pulled a lever which demolished a 40 foot chimney at Duxford. It had been 
used for animal waste businesses for 100 years and had long upset the villagers with its 
smells. Then smiling all the while and undeterred by Press photographers, Nicholas Haworth 
strained to lift a dusty brick in the air. It was probably the most exciting day in his life 84 02 
09 

1984 11 15 

Community Magazines carry a wealth of local information. The ‘Whither Whittlesford’, ‘Bar 
Hill News’ and ‘Voice of Arbury’ publications were prize-winners in the Community News 
Contest. Now representatives will attend the annual dinner of the East Anglian Association of 
Industrial Editors at Newnham College to receive their awards. The Arbury team will use the 
money to buy a Polaroid camera to improve the topicality of their illustrations 84 1 1 15 
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1988 12 21 

Whittlesford peppermint Mint Marketing Company marketing expands 88 12 21a 
1990 02 27 

A community centre and swimming pool will be built for villagers in Duxford & Whittlesford 
if plans for a new multi-million pound shopping centre are approved near the Ml 1 90 02 27a 
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